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in Poland; the Russian arms had made but little way in
the Caucasus. English policy prevented the Russians
from following up their advantage in Persia; the Quadruple
Alliance hindered them from making any progress in Turkey;
in the Balkan provinces Panslavism had begun to make
a distinction between its relations to the Russian people
and its attitude towards the despotic governing principles
of the Czar. Under these circumstances Russia was bound
to regain a firm footing in the West; and her best means
of so doing was to contract an alliance with France, It
was on the point of being concluded when the Revolution
of February broke out, promptly to be followed by political
storms in Germany and Austria.

Here we must interrupt our " statement of account" in
order to interpolate a few facts required to make it com-
prehensible.

King Frederick William III. was a person of sober,
mistrustful and highly critical disposition, tempered by a
certain tenderness and sensibility which particularly ex-
pressed themselves in his relations to Czar Alexander I,
On account of the vows of friendship exchanged between
the Czar and himself by the grave of Frederick the Great
during the lifetime of Queen Louise, and of the impressions
made upon him throughout and after the War of Emanci-
pation by his intercourse with his Russian fellow-monarch,
he forgot all that had taken place at Tilsit, at Erfurt, and
at the Congress of Vienna. He loved and honoured
Alexander L warmly and sincerely, and his affection in-
fluenced his foreign policy, even after the Czar's death, for
he continued it to his deceased friend's successor, who,
moreover, had espoused his daughter, the Princess Charlotte
of Prussia. There were also sentimental traits in the
character of Alexander I., but they lacked depth, and never